AT HOME IN VERMONT

To BuildaBarn

This vacation home in Stowe blends with Vermont’s rural landscape.

T HE IDEA CAME FIRST—
toliveinahouse that looksand
feels like an authentic barn. Next,
after several years of research and recon-
naissance, cametheland 42 acresofroll-
ing eldand pasture in Stowe. And then,
nally, the three-ring binder arrived.

I asked the owners to show me some
ideas, afew buildings they liked, says
Milford Cushman, principal designer and
founder of The Cushman Design Group.

They showed up at our next meeting with
anotebook stuffed to the gills with articles,
information, and pictures: Working barns,
historic barns, renovated barns, falling-
down barns, you name it. This project was
allabout building a barn for a family to feel
athomein nomorethanthat,and no less
thanthat withoutcreatingaclichd.

Stephen and H@ltne Rosenhek, who
livein Montreal, had been renting vacation
homes in Stowe for about a decade when
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they decided to build a place of their own.
When they found the land in Stowe Hol-
low, 35 acres of which are in conservation
easementwith the local land trust, their
real-estate attorney recommended Cush-
man as an architect with a guiding inter-
estinprojectsthat preserveandre ect
Vermont s rural landscape. Patterson and
Smith Construction built the house, which
was completed in2006. We wanted the
house to look like it had been there for-
ever, saysStephen, asopposedtoan
obtrusive new house that makes people
say, Oh, how could they do that to land?
How could they put that house there?
Sited carefully on a gentle slope, just
afew yards fromamanmade swimming
pond, the house has an exterior of rough-
sawn vertical boards, painted a classic
shade of red. The roof is standing-seam
metal, in asubdued gray, and walls of win-
dows allow for abundant natural light.
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Almostall of the living spaceisonthe rst

oor, which isarranged on several step-up
levels; thesecond oor isan exercise loft
that looks over the living room.

The interior walls are built mostly of sal-
vaged barnsiding, and sliding barn doors
separate several rooms. The master closet
(seeinset photo, above) was built to resem-
ble ahorse stall, complete with dividers
of braided metal. The spiral staircase that
leads to the loftis custom ironwork, and
various abandoned farm implements, found
onthe property, were refurbished and rein-
vented as chandeliers, mirrors, and ddcor.

We re very happy with the house,
saysH@lkne. It sexactly whatwe wanted.
Thebuildingisart, agrees Cushman.
We got very close to perfect on this,and |
think we were all blown away by what we
were able to achieve.
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